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5 Reformation of Manners. 
HOUGH there are 

: large Complaints 

F-: againſt the Debau- 
©chery of the preſent Age ; 
_ yet, bleſſed be God, Wick- 
.-ednels is ſo far from being 


:.are employed to reſtrain 
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eſtabliſhed by a Law, that - 
" the ſtriQteſt Legal Methods _ 
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His Majeſty doth not on- | 
_ly diſcountenance Vice, by 
the. virtuous Example of 
his own Sacred Perſon, but 
alſo by his Authority, 4a 
the Letters, Proclamations, 
and repeated Orders, iſſued 
thereupon. But, Q#:d Leges 
fine Moribus ? — The beſt 
conſtituted Laws will be of 
no uſe without a due Exe- 
Cution, 

If the Penalties of our 
Laws, through the Cowar- 
dice or Contrivance of In- 
ferior Magiſtrates, ſhall not 
be inflicted ; Offenders will 
{oon be inſolent, but never 
reformed, 

- This very Conſideration 
hathawakened the Zeal of 
: many 
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many Pious Perſons; Who | * 
out'of a due ſenſe of their 
Duty to God and their 
Country, are deſigning a 
Method to reform theſe - 
Abulſes. 2 

The Undertaking of : 
theſe worthy Gentlemen is 
explained and vindicated 
by a much abler Pen.Thoſe 
who are ignorant of the 
Deſign, may pleaſe to con- 
ſult a late Tra& with this 
Title : An Account of the 
Socteties for Reformation of 
Manners in LONDON and 
Wes TMINSTER,@&*«. Pub- 
liſhed with the Approbati- 
on of a conſiderable Num- 
ber of the Lords Spiritual 
and Zemporal, and Honou- 
A 3 rable 
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rable Judges. Printed for 
B. Aylmer. 

| T ſhall not enlarge in 
commendation of fo gene- 
rous a Work. But ſhall -| 
leave that ſatisfaQtion ro 
God and their own Conſci- 
ences. Amidſt all thoſe 
checks and diſcourage- 
ments which they meet | 
with in a degenerate Ape, | 
may they ſtill be ſupported 
with this Teſtimony of 
their Conſciences, That i» -| 
ſimplicity and godly ſincerity. 
they have had their conver- 
ſation in the world, And 
may all their toilſome La- 
bours in the Cauſe of God 
and Religion, be finally re- 
| warded in the pronour- 
cing 
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cing of that Blefſed Sen- 
tence, Well done, good and 


faithful ſervant ; —enter 
thou into the joy of thy 


| ZCLora, 


And that they may not 
fail of this Bleſſed Reward 
inthe next World (though 
they mult expe their 
ſhare of Troubles in this) 


I ſhall with a faithful 
plainneſs mind them 'of 


their Duty in theſe four In- 
ſtances. 1. Innocency. 2. In- 
auſtry. 3. Courage. 4. Can- 


£10. 


1. Innxency. By which 
word I only denote, 4 
Freedom from thoſe Vires 
which they reprove in others. 

A 4 For 
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For he who is guilty of 


thoſe Crimes which he 


pretends to correct, doth 
inevitably expoſe both his 
Perſon and his Cauſe. It 
being a noted Obſerva- 
tion, That the Reproofs 
of a Guilty Man are 
both Undecent and In- 
eftectual. 


Firſt, It is very Vndecent 
that Vice ſhould corrett Sin, 
And when thoſe who are 
tardy themſelves, will pre- 
ſume fo be medling, there 
are Proverbs againſt ſuch 
Reformers, and very ſevere 


. ones. The Expoſtulation 


of St. Paul 1s ſharp and 
pungent, Thou therefore 
which 
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which teacheth another , 
teacheſt thou not thy ſelf ? 
Thou that ſayeſs a man 
ſhould not commit adultery, 
doſt thou commit adultery ? © © 
And ſo in any other in- 
ſtance as the Caſe may re-_ 
uire. | 
But ſuch Reproofs are 
not only Undecent, but al- 
ſo for the moſt part, 
2. Ineffetual. Andare 
{o far from being regarded, 
or making any Impreſſion 
in order to amendment, 
that they only exaſperate | 
and gall their guilt, For 
Maa is naturally a proud 
Creature ; and as ſuch is 
moſt impatient of Con- 
tradition and Reproof. 
As Thoſe 


(10) 
Thoſe who are unable to 
vindicate themſelves, will 
recriminate their Accuſers. 
And if they can but find 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of Guilt, 
they will not ſpare them ; 
but will contrive to expoſe 
them, with as much ſcorn 
and contempt as rage and 
malice can ſuggeſt. 

And- in this the Devil, 
that great Accuſer of the 
'Brethren, will not fail to 
affiſt them. For that roar- 
ing Lyon, who walketh about 
ſeeking whom he may devour, 
is moſt inveterate and out- 
ragious againſt thoſe pious 


good Men, thoſe lovers of 


Souls, who are aQtive and 
induſtrious to pluck the 
Prey 
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Prey out of his Teeth. And 
if by all his enſnaring Arts 
and Temptations he can ſo 
far prevail over the Weak- 
nels of Human Nature, as 
to make them guilty of 
tome ſcandalous Practice ; 
he will then triumph in 
their Fall: And having thus 
expoſed them to Publick 
Cenſure, he will quench 
and divert their former 
Zeal, and make them uſe- 
leſs ro the World. 

Be not therefore confi- 
dent of your own Strength, 
Be not high-minded,but fear. 
And let it be your daily 
Prayer to the God of all 
Grace, to make you perfect, 
| fabliſh, ſtrengthen , ſettle 

JOr, 
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you, 1 Pet. 5.10. That ye 
may be blameleſs and harm- 


teſs, the ſons of God with- 


out rebuke, in the midſt of a 
crooked and perverſe Na- 
tiow, among whom ye (ine 
4s lights in the world, Phil. 
wes - 
Another Inſtance I will 
take the freedom to re- 
mind you of is, | 
' '2, Induſtry, You cannot 
but be ſenſible that there is 
a toil and fatigue in your 
preſent Undertaking : And 
it will coſt ſome Pains and 
Drudging to perfe& your 
Deſign. And therefore ?tis 
prudence to ſit down at the 
firſt, and count the Coſt. 
To conſider, how far you 
ont hf in; Boks 
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are inclined to deny your 
ſelves for the ſake of God 
and your Duty. Whether 
you are contented to part 
with your Eaſe and your 
Pleaſure ; and perhaps in 
{ome inſtance, your Profit 
alſo for the benefit of 


| Others. 


=—mzaIÞc7 6 490%. BÞ 


But I will not enforce 
this Topick any further. 


* For I do not ſuſpe&t your 


Sincerity in the Caſe. I 
know you are truly ſenſi. 
ble, that we are not born 
to enjoy our ſelves, by gra- - 
tifying our ſenſual Inclina- 
tions ; but that we are ob- 
liged to govern our Paſſi. 
ons and Appetites by Rea- 
ſon, and then to be active 


and 


(14) 
and diligent for the benefit 
of others. To be willing on 
all occaſions to do whar 
good we can z and accord- 
ing to our Power and Ca- 
pacity to be uſcful to the . 
World. For this Life is 0n- 
ly a State of Probation and 
Trial, in order to the next. 
And for your encourage- 
ment, let me remind you, 
That they who have done 
the greateſt Service to God 
in this World, and impro- 
ved their Time and Talents 
to the beſt advantage, and 
have done the moſt good 
to Mankind : ſuch Perſons 
are qualified for the great- 
eſt Rewards, for the richeſt 
and brighteſt Crowns. 

| Imi- 
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Imitate therefore your 
Bl:ſſed Saviour , who weut 
about doing good : And with 
unwearied diligence ſolli- 
cited the Reformation of 
the moſt obſtinate Sinners, 
And though the World. 
may hate and malign, cen- 
ſure and oppoſe you, as a 
ſort of over-buſie pragma- 
tical People ; Yet be of 


. good comfort , our B, Savi- 


our he hath overcome the 
world. Conſider him who en» 
aured ſo many Afﬀeronts, 
and ſo much contradiftion of = 
Sinners againſt himſelf, leſ# 
you be weary and faint in your 
minds, Which brings me 
to my Third Inſtance of 
Qualification, 

3. Cote 
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3. Courage. By which 1 
denote, 4 firmneſs and re- 
ſolution of mind, not to be 
daunted with any Oppoſition. 
The which Heroic Temper 
is little leſs than neceſſary 
in the preſent Cafe. For 
be aſſured, the Devil and 
"his [nſtruments will be ve- 
ry aCtive and ollicitous to 
baffle your Deſign, and to 
make it abortive, Be nor 
you therefore wanting in a 
decent briskneſs to coun- 
termine and ſupplant them. 
Andthough you may ſome- 
times meet with unſeaſon- 
able Rebukes, and may be 
clouded with the frowns of 
Debauched Greatneſs; yet 
fear not the Face of Men ; 
df | L For 
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For greater us he that uu in 
y0u, than he that « in the 
world, You have not only 
the Authority of his Maje- 
ſy, and the Laws on your 
ſide; But, which 1s far more 
encouraging, the Power 
and Providence of God to 
ſupport you. And zf God 
be for you, who can be againſt 
you £ 

However, ſince Zeal is 
an aQive Principle, and 
like Fire, is very deſtru- 
ative when it exceeds its 
Bounds; that Tours may 
be regular, and governed 
by Prudence, I ſhall pro- 
ceed to my Fourth Particu- 
lar, viz. 


4. Cans 
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4, Caution. Which I will 
take the freedom td com- 
mend co you in theſe fol. 
lowing Inſtances. 


1. Avoid Popularity. Do 
not value your Selves upon 
the CharaCter of Reform- 
ers. Such a Concer. may 
not only degenerate into 
Spiritual Pride, and a5 ſuch 
be deitructive ro your own 
Souls ; bur alſo will :zpoſe 
you to the bſzrvacton of 
DetraQFors, who will en- 
viouſly rem:rk, nor only 
your moit intocent Ati. 
ons, bur aiſo your very 
Looks and Geſtures: where- 
by if they do nor divert you 
from your Delign, and 
(£!/1:pt 


7 6 90'2- 
tempt you to follow a mult:- 
tude to do evil; they will 
at leaſt be very trouble- 
ſome and uneaſie to you. 
In Publick Converſation 
therefore, and in promiſcu- 
ous Company (unleſs you 
have the Aſcendant, and 
can by your Authority turn 
the ſtream of Diſcourſe as 
you pleaſe) be nor too fre- 
quent in your Complaints; 
or in making obſervations 
on the wickedneſs of 0- 
thers. For all Truths are 
not to be ſpoken at all 
Times, nor in all Compa- 
nies. Caſt not Pearls before 
Swine, was the Admonition 
of our B. Saviour; and is a 
full proof of what I now 


{uggeſt. 
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' ſuggelt. Intimatiog ; That 


there are Seaſons when the 


greateſt Offenders are not- | 
. to be reproved; but muſt 
be let alone till a more fa- 


vourable JunQure. 
2. Avoid Afedation 1n. 


. your Language, or in your 


Looks. Do not ſtudy a 
Shibboleth., or a let of af- 
feed Phraſes. Be man- 
ly in your Converſation. 
Speak and look like Men. 
And by ſuch Maſculine and 
acceptable Behaviour, cut 
off occaſion from thoſe who 
deſire occaſion againſt you. 

3. Be Moderate in your. 
Proceedings. Be not raſh 
and violent in your Me- 
thods of Reformation. Be 

Ccon- 
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contented to go on gently, b. 


will go. Be not diſcouraged, : 
though you cannot inſtant- - 
. | . ly amend all that is amiſs. * 


Work of Time and Pa- 
/ tience. Do what Good yBu 
can at preſent ; and ſilent- 
ly bewail what you cannot 
yet amend, And then be 
aſſured, thar God who 
knows our weakneſs, and 
the Difficulties you ſtrug- 
gle with, will graciouſly 
accept the W14 for :the 
Deed. 
4. Be Unanimous. Let not 
Difference in Opinion dif- 
| _ order | 4 


and by degrees : And ac- + 
cording to our blunt Pro-. ? 
verb, Drive the Nail as it 7 


To corre& Abuſles is a 3 


order your Proceedings. 

Churchmen and Diſſenters 
( as for diſtintion-ſake I 
am forced to call them) do 
both honeſtly join in this 
good Work. 

It were indeed heartily 
to be wiſhed, that theſe di- 


fnguiſhing Names were 


utterly aboliſhed : That all 
Proteſtants were perfeCtly 
united. And O thar ſuch an 
Expedient could be found 
as might efteQually do it. 
We hope and' breath for it, 
In th 1zterims, let not the 
Devi! (who ſeeks the ruin 
of you both) make advan- 
tage of your Diviſions. 
Why may not thoſe who 
differ in Judgment, be u- 

| nited 


39 " — " FIR a, TIED. ig ” OY Rc LIE. %Y a =" '* 
” 
22 
: 2 


F 


XUM 


"70 33 3 
nited in Aﬀection ? And * 
therefore (to expreſs my 
felf in Military Language) 
though we are differentl 
Regimented, yet let us all 
unanimouſly fight under 
one General, the Captain of 
our Salvation, to deſtroy 
the DeviPs Kingdom. Be 
ſtrong and of a good Courage. 
And the God of Peace (ball 
bruiſe Satan under your feet 
ſhortly. 

Finally, Brethren , fare» 
well, Be perfett, be of good 
comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace ; and the God 
of love and peace ſhall be 


with Joh, 
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bs Printed for B. Ayleter. 
a8 of Daily. Devotion _ 
fitred to the meaneſt Capa- 


_ cities ; in 24%. Price 2d. 


A Method of Devotion for the 


Lord's-Day ; fitted to the meaneſt 
Capaciries, in 249. Price 2d. 


Tk Diſcourſe againſt Drunkenneſs, 


Swearing and Curſing ; in 249. 
Price 2 d. 

A Brief Exhortation to the Holy 
Communion , with the Nature 
and Meafure of Preparation con- 
cerning it; in 24®. Price 2d. 

LW four by the Reverend Dr. Asſheton. 


Bog Perſuaſive to Frequent Commu- 
*. Hion in the holy Sacrament of the 

' Lords Supper : by his Grace 7ohr 
late Lord Arch-Biſhop of Canter. 
bury ; Ge 13th Edit. 89. Price 3 d. 
A Familiar Guide to the right and 
J memggy Receiving of the Lord's 
upper, wherein alſo the Way 

and Method of our Salvation is 
briefly and plainly Declar'd,; ſuis 

* tably applied, and fir tro be an- 
nexed to the Chriſtian Moniter. 


E, By Theoph. Dorrington. 129. Py. 4.4. 
4 _ Theſe are the Prizes fiule ; but 


cheaper to thoſe who ane ſo Chas 


b: E : age to give away Nuinbets, 


